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Marshal’s Minute-State Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

 The Illinois State Fair is in the books for 2021 and it was great to 

be back in person helping share the fire safety message with 

fairgoers. A big shout out to the Illinois Department of Agriculture 

for hosting a successful and safe fair. I want to personally thank 

the Illinois Association of Fire Protection Districts, Illinois 

Professional Firefighters Association, International Association of 

Arson Investigators Illinois Chapter, Illinois Fire Chiefs 

Association, MABAS, Chicago Fire Department, Illinois Fire Service 

Institute, Illinois Society of Fire Service Instructors, Associated 

Fire Fighters Association, Illinois Fire Inspectors Association and 

the Northern Illinois Alliance of Fire Protection Districts, along 

with the staff from our agency for making the fire safety tent a 

success again this year. We have faced numerous challenges during the pandemic, and still do, 

but once again we have come together and proved that our One Team One Fight slogan always 

rings true amongst the member of the Illinois Fire Service!  

The Small Equipment Grant Program application period has opened again this fall. I highly 

encourage all departments, districts and EMS providers that are eligible, to apply. This program 

was established to provide grants of up to $26,000 for the purchase of small firefighting and 

ambulance equipment. This is an innovative approach to a problem that has long caused 

difficulties for the fire departments and not-for-profit ambulance services in Illinois, particularly 

those that have hardships in generating the necessary revenue for small equipment. The 

purpose is to allow eligible applicants the opportunity to purchase small equipment that they 

may otherwise not be able to purchase. 

The OSFM understands that budgets are tighter, and we continue to work hard to help find 

funding for the Illinois fire service community. Visit our website www.sfm.illinois.gov and click 

on the link to the Small Equipment Grant Program, located in the current focus section. 

Applications must be postmarked by October 23rd. There is 2.5 million dollars available during 

this grant cycle.  

Registration is now open for the State of Illinois Community Risk Reduction (CRR) Conference 

that will be held on October 22nd at the Crowne Plaza in Springfield. The day will feature 

national and state CRR updates, along with resources to successfully move forward with helping 

create a CRR plan for your department and community. The OSFM is proud to work with the 

Chicago Fire Department and the State of Illinois CRR taskforce to provide this day of education 

which will help departments and communities from all over the state to identify ways they can 

implement CRR to help make their communities a safer place for residents to live and work. 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  August 2021 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 3 

 

Employee Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from?  Bonnie, IL 

Tell us about your family? My wife Ruthie is a retired Postmaster.  Our daughter Sara is a CPA 

in Nashville, TN and our son Paul has worked for 13 years at Continental Tire in Mt. Vernon, IL. 

Favorite food(s) Anything Cajun, and steak 

Hobbies?  woodworking 

What’s your favorite movie or book? Killing the Rising Sun  

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers? Definitely 

country! 

What did you want to be when you were a kid?  Police officer 

Where is your bucket list job title? Retire as fire chief.  And I did it!  Now I am enjoying my 

work with OSFM and hope to a long time. 

What’s your favorite part of the job? Assisting fire departments and interacting with their 

personnel and the public. 

What’s something unique about you?  I delivered 3 babies during my career.  It was a blessing 

to bring life into the world, as opposed to some of the tragedy firefighters see. 

Where is your favorite place to vacation? Louisiana - I like to eat my favorite foods! 
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Small Equipment Grant Program 

 

  

The Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) has opened the application period for the Small 

Equipment Grant Program. All interested departments should send an application to the 

OSFM, applications must be postmarked no later than October 22, 2021. OSFM will award 

$2.5 million to eligible fire departments and ambulance services during this application 

period. 

The Small Equipment Grant Program was established to provide grants of up to $26,000 for 

the purchase of small firefighting and ambulance equipment. A total of $3.3 million was 

awarded to 149 fire departments/districts and EMS providers across the state in June. 

Fire department, fire protection districts and township fire department applicants are 

required to have participated in the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) for a 

minimum of two years prior to applying. The OSFM will require departments to be current 

through June 2021 for this grant period. 

Click the links below for information about the grant program and the grant application: 

Small Equipment Grant Information 

Small Equipment Grant Application  

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/SFMDocuments/Documents/Small%20Equipment%20Grant%20Program%20Information%20-%20FY22.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/SFMDocuments/Documents/Small%20Equipment%20Grant%20Program%20Application%20FY22.pdf
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Firefighting Foam & PFAS Factsheet 
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State of Illinois CRR Conference 
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State of Illinois Taskforce 

  
The Illinois CRR Stakeholder Taskforce was formalized to support all departments across the 

state to understand the process, recognize the benefits to their communities, and benefit from 

the many resources available to them. Although the taskforce is organized through the Illinois 

Fire Service, other state organizations, such as the Illinois Department of Aging, the Illinois 

Department of Transportation, and more will be involved as experts in their respective areas of 

the risks facing our communities. The two-pronged mission statement focuses on promoting 

CRR so communities and departments can create own their own risk assessment and plan, and 

on providing national and state resources. We are here to assist as coaches to make the process 

feasible and effective for communities of all sizes and demographics. 

How Can the Illinois CRR Stakeholder Taskforce help Illinois departments? 

As defined by their mission statement (Promote the importance of Risk Reduction in Illinois by 

inspiring community ownership and providing coordinated resources), this taskforce is 

committed to getting the word out across the state about the importance of risk reduction. We 

are dedicated to providing assistance and guidance for communities to manage their own 

process which will become unique to their own needs. Through the coordination of national, 

state, and local organizations and experts in risk reduction, the taskforce will provide the 

resources necessary to develop individual CRR plans. 

We invite you to watch for the new Illinois CRR Stakeholder Taskforce website that will launch 

on September 15. We promise that it will be a useful tool for any department interested in 

beginning or continuing the journey through their own CRR planning. As we continue to add to 

the content, you will be provided with tools and resources, current research, best practices, 

contacts, and announcements of classes, seminars, and training all in one easy to access place.  

The taskforce is beginning work on a State Risk Assessment (SRA) which will assist in guiding 

our efforts to assist in mitigating the most prevalent risks for those populations at highest risk.  

The most effective way for this taskforce to empower departments and their communities to 

create their own CRR plans is for us to learn of your concerns and your successes. We invite you 

to contact our organization at info@illinoisfirechiefs.org  with questions, requests, and 

suggestions. 

mailto:info@illinoisfirechiefs.org
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State of Illinois CRR Taskforce 
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Fallen Firefighter & Medal of Honor Ceremony 

  

REMINDER: The 28th Annual Illinois Fallen Firefighter Memorial and Firefighter Medal of 

Honor Awards Ceremony will take place on Friday, September 10th. The Fallen Firefighter 

Memorial service will be held at the firefighter memorial on the grounds of the Illinois State 

Capitol beginning at 10 AM. Following the ceremony at the capitol, the Medal of Honor 

Ceremony will take place at the Bank of Springfield Center. The OSFM will be following the 

latest COVID-19 guidance set in the Restore Illinois Plan to help maintain the health and 

safety of those attending the events. 

If you would like to participate in the fire truck muster please arrive between 8 AM and 9 AM 

at 2nd and Monroe in Springfield. You are asked to approach from the west.   
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Illinois State Fair 

  The 2021 Illinois State Fair got off to a 

soggy start causing the Twilight Parade to 

be cancelled. The rest of the fair was a 

success and the OSFM thanks Illinois 

Association of Fire Protection Districts, 

Illinois Professional Firefighters 

Association, International Association of 

Arson Investigators Illinois Chapter, Illinois 

Fire Chiefs Association, MABAS, Chicago 

Fire Department, Illinois Fire Service 

Institute, Illinois Society of Fire Service 

Instructors, Associated Fire Fighters 

Association, Illinois Fire Inspectors 

Association and the Northern Illinois 

Alliance of Fire Protection Districts, along 

with the staff from our agency for making 

the fire safety tent a success again this 

year. 

We are looking forward to the 2022 Illinois 

State Fair and seeing everyone next year 

at the fire safety tent!  
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Illinois State Fair 

  

Left to Right: Fire Marshal Perez, Norman and 
Lt. Gov Stratton 
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DuQuoin State Fair Parade 

  

Members from the OSFM participated in 

the DuQuoin State Fair Twilight Parade! 

Streets were lined with people and 

numerous bags of candy were emptied. A 

great time was had by all!  
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DuQuoin Waterball Event 

  
An OSFM favorite tradition, Waterball 

was held on Sunday, August 29th during 

the DuQuoin State Fair! Teams from 

different fire departments across 

southern Illinois come together for a day 

of fellowship and to battle it out for 

bragging rights in Tabletop, 3-firefighter 

Hose Hookup and Wild Hose 

Competition.  

Members from the OSFM also battle for 

bragging rights. This year, a Rookie, 

Amanda Yingling took home the prize 

during the tabletop water fight!  

A big shout out to Dale Bandy from 

Carbondale Township Fire Department 

for organizing the event each year.  

Thanks to all who participated, and we 

look forward to being back next year!  
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DuQuoin Waterball Winners 

  

1st Place Tabletop Water Fight 
Richie Tuthill - Vergennes FD  

2nd Place Tabletop Water Fight 
Dwight Tuthill - Vergennes FD  

3rd Place Tabletop Water Fight 
Dale Bandy -Carbondale Township   

OSFM 1st Place Tabletop Water Fight   
Amanda Yingling 

5th Overall in Wild Hose  

1st Place Wild Hose 
Brian Glover- Williamson County 

2nd Place Wild Hose 
Dwight Tuthill- Vergennes 

3rd Place Wild Hose 
Gunnar Galloway- Williamson Co. 

1st Place 3-FF Hose Hook-Up 
Brian Glover- Williamson County 

2nd Place 3-FF Hose Hook-Up 
Grady Powell - Williamson County 

3rd Place 3-FF Hose Hook-Up 
Gunnar Galloway- Williamson Co. 

Left to Right: Debbie Wickenhauser, Emily 

Kaylor, Kensie Proctor and Amanda Yingling 

Left to Right: Ronnie Wickenhauser & 
Terry Ooms 
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Vector Solutions Update 
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Life Safety Code Training 

  The Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal (OSFM) is excited to partner with the Illinois Fire 

Service Institute (IFSI) by providing online learning opportunities. The courses provided by OSFM 

are designed to educate and provide a resource for firefighters across the state. 

Under this joint venture, departments and firefighters can easily access OSFM programing as 

well as have access to additional coursework and resources through IFSI. 

OSFM and IFSI have made it a goal to offer as many online firefighting and EMS courses as 

possible. Be sure to familiarize yourself with the courses currently being offered on the IFSI 

Virtual Campus. 

Some of the online and on-demand OSFM programing are reference tools only, so the user will 

not receive a grade. Also, some programs are not for credit, so participants will not receive an 

IFSI certificate of attendance.  

It is up to your organization’s training program to decide if CEUs are earned and documented 

when accessing the coursework. An on-demand classroom provides 6-month open access. 

The OSFM content was developed by OSFM subject matter experts. If you have any questions 

specific to the content of the reference material, please contact the Office of the Illinois State 

Fire Marshal. 

The OSFM online on-demand courses has Knowledge Checks. The purpose of Knowledge Checks 

is to give the user an idea of how well he or she understands the materials. The Knowledge 

Checks are ungraded and allow Learning Objectives to be self-assessed by each user. 

https://www.fsi.illinois.edu/content/courses/programs/detail/?program=153  

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/Contact%20Us/Pages/default.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/Contact%20Us/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.fsi.illinois.edu/content/courses/programs/detail/?program=153
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IFSI Minute 
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IFSI Minute 
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“Be Alarmed!” Press Event Chicago Heights 

  

The OSFM joined members from the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance, Chicago Heights Fire Department and South 

Chicago Heights Fire Department to raise awareness about the importance of having working smoke alarms 

in home.  

"Be Alarmed!" is a fire safety education and smoke alarm installation program administered cooperatively 

between the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance (IFSA) and the Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal (OSFM). The 

program distributes fire safety education materials and 10-year sealed battery smoke alarms to fire 

departments in the state of Illinois. The fire departments then deliver the education while installing smoke 

alarms in at-risk homes within their communities. Both the educational materials and smoke alarms are 

provided at no cost as a result of funding from both the IFSA and OSFM. 

The program was developed to educate Illinois residents on the dangers of fire in the home and how to 

prevent fires from occurring in the home, as well as to ensure there are working smoke alarms properly 

installed in homes. By providing 10-year concealed battery smoke alarms, it ensures that the power source 

cannot be removed from the unit and, if properly maintained, will last the life of the device. 

The program seeks to: 
1) Educate residents, young and old, on home fire safety and prevention methods, 
2) Reduce the number of fire-related injuries, 
3) Reduce the number of fire-related deaths, and 
4) Identify the reason for non-functioning smoke alarms in homes across the state. 
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Smoke Alarm Safety  

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  August 2021 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 24 

 

Illinois Fire Department COVID Relief Grant Assessors 

  

Left to Right: John Winters, Al Yancey, Greg Earle, Andrea Klees, Les Albert, Ronnie 

Wickenhauser, and Jim Grady 

A group of Illinois Fire Department COVID Grant Assessors meet in Springfield on August 31st 

to review applications submitted for the one-time grant opportunity. The OSFM thanks these 

hard-working individuals for taking the time to review the applications.  

Grant recipients are expected to receive awards by October 2021. 

A total of $1,000,000 will be available to assist approximately 80 impacted fire departments 

that operate in diverse communities throughout the state. Under this one-time grant 

opportunity, eligible Illinois fire departments could receive up to $15,000 in order to make up 

for lost donation revenues stemming from their inability to host local fundraising events 

during 2020. These fundraising events pay for necessities like fuel for fire trucks, utilities, and 

insurance. 
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OSFM DEI Working Group 

  
OSFM DEI efforts continued throughout the month of August as we celebrated Black Women’s 

Equal Pay Day (August 13th) and Women’s Equality Day (August 26th). 

The DEI Working Group (employee peer group) met on August 5, 2021. Meeting agenda items 

included updates relating to agency DEI marketing efforts and our agency DEI Mission 

Statement. We also facilitated an invigorating “A walk in her shoes” discussion regarding 

acceptance, access, and inclusion within the workplace from a female perspective. 

The OSFM remains a strong supporter of all women’s human and civil rights. We will continue 

to advocate for their increased access to professional opportunities and resources within the 

Illinois fire service, as well as their meaningful inclusion in public safety leadership. 

The next OSFM Employee DEI Working Group meeting is scheduled for: September 2, 2021 at 

2:00 PM. Any OSFM staff member who desires to serve on the working group (or who would 

simply like to attend a meeting as a guest) should contact Deputy Director Armstead or HR 

Director Schrage. 

We plan to publish the fall 2021 edition of our DEI External Partner Outreach document in 

early September. This document contains a treasure trove of DEI centric information and 

resources. Here is a link to an article about the benefits of bringing diversity into the fire 

service: https://www.columbiasouthern.edu/blog/april-2021/diversity-in-the-fire-service 

Please reach out to us if you are one of our fire service partners and need assistance with 

starting your own DEI initiative.  

Diversity = Acceptance of all 

Equity = Access for all 

Inclusion = Meaningful participation by all 
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IFSA Fire Prevention Week Luncheon 
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Back to School Safety 
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Stop on Red Week 

  

August 1st-7th was National 

Stop on Red Week. This 

campaign raises awareness 

about the importance of 

obeying traffic signals.  

Between 2008 and 2019, an 

estimated 9,227 people were 

killed in crashes related to red-

light running according to the 

National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration 

(NHTSA). In 2019, 846 people 

were killed and an estimated 

143,000 were injured in 

crashes involving red-light 

running. IIHS found that about 

half of red-light running crash 

deaths involve pedestrians, 

cyclists and occupants in 

vehicles struck by the red-light 

runners. 

More than 2.8 Million drivers 

ran red lights in 2020. Friday 

was the deadliest day for red 

light running. 

 It’s time to put a stop to this 

and reverse this trend. 
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Shout Outs/Kudos 

  

Left to Right: OSFM Chief of Operations Dale Simpson 

and Fire Prevention Inspector Chris Cole 

The OSFM welcomed our 

newest Fire Prevention 

Inspector Chris Cole to the 

agency. Chris comes to the 

OSFM from the Springfield Fire 

Department where he served 

for 21 years before he retired. 

Welcome Chris! We are excited 

to have you as part of our 

team!  

Cheryle Kaufman, OSFM FOIA Clerk 

Good Morning Cheryle, 

Just a heads up, I've been doing environmental 

reports since 1990, you just broke the record by far 

of FOIA response time by governmental agency!  If 

there were a FOIA Olympics, you'd totally win the 

Gold medal! 

Meredith 
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Kids’ Corner 

 


